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The stars and the Sun

A star is a huge ball of hot 
glowing gases, mainly hydrogen
andhelium. It gives out heat and light. 
The Sun is also a star.  It is the star nearest 
to us. That is why it appears so big as 
compared to the other stars. All stars other 
than the Sun appears as twinkling points of 
light in the night sky. They cannot be seen 
during the day because of the lights of the 
Sun.
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would have been very cold. There would have been
no life on the Earth.
The Sun weights about 300,000 times more than the
Earth. Its surface temperature is about 6,000ĭc.
The temperature at its centre is about 15,000,000 ĭc.

It is about 4.5 billion (4,500,000,000) years old.
It will continue to give heat and light for another 
billion years. After that it will run out of hydrogen 
and die.



The planets and the solar system



A planet is a big ball of rocks. It does not give out its
own heat and light. Our Earth is also a planet.

The Earth and seven other planets move around  
the Sun. The planets appear bright because they reflect
the light of the Sun. The eight planets, in order of increasing 
distances from the Sun are as follows.

Mercury
Venus
Earth
Mars
Jupiter
Saturn
Uranus
Neptune



These planets move around the Sun in fixed paths 
called orbits. Six of these planets have smaller objects called
moonsthat  move around them.  

Our Earth has only one moon. 
Mars has two moons.
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and 
Neptune have many moons.
Mercury and Venus do not have
any moons.

The Sun, the planets and their moons belong to 
a family of objects called the solar system.



Sun- The Sun is a star at the center of our Solar System.

Mercury - Mercury is the planet closest to the Sun. 

Venus- Venus is the second planet from the Sun. It is the hottest 
planet. 

Earth- Earth is the third planet from the Sun and the planet we live 
on. 

Mars- Mars is a red planet and the fourth planet from the Sun. 

Jupiter- Jupiter is the fifth planet from the Sun. This gas giant is the 
largest planet.

Saturn- Saturn is the sixth planet from the Sun. This gas giant has 
large, beautiful rings. 

Uranus- Uranus is a gas giant and is the seventh planet from the Sun. 

Neptune- Neptune is a gas giant and is usually the eighth planet from 
the Sun. 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/sun/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/planets/mercury/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/planets/venus/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/planets/earth/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/planets/mars/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/dinosaurs/glossary/indexp2.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/dinosaurs/glossary/indexp2.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/planets/uranus/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/planets/neptune/








Mercury
Our Fastest Planet

ÅThe closest Planet to the Sun.

ÅOnly a little larger than our 
moon.

ÅIt is covered by dust, rocks, 
and craters.

ÅIt takes 59 days for it to 
rotate once around its axis.

ÅMercury can reach a high of 
800 degrees and a low of 
about 300 degrees 
Fahrenheit.



Venus
Our Hottest Planet

Å It takes longer to rotate once 
around its axis than to revolve 
once around the sun.

ÅOn Venus a day is slightly more 
than a year.

ÅAbout the same size as Earth.
ÅHas mountains, valleys, and 

plains. 
ÅThe heat is about 450 degrees 

Celsius.
ÅHas no water. 
ÅLife as we know it could not 

survive here.  Only rocks can 
handle the high temperature and 
crushing pressure.



Earth
Our Mother Planet

Å70% of its surface is water& the 
other 30% is land. 

ÅLǘΩǎ ǘƛƭǘcauses the seasons on 
the planet.

ÅEarth is the only planet in the 
universe which is known to 
support life.

ÅEarth is almost five billion years 
old. 

ÅThe center of the Earth, its core, 
is molten. 

ÅEarth is the only planet in the 
Solar System known to be 
geologically active.



Mars
Our Angry Red Planet

ÅThe largest volcano in the Solar 
System is on Mars, called Olympus 
Mons.

ÅMars has seasons like Earth. This is 
caused by the tilt of the planet's 
axis, at a similar angle to the tilt of 
Earth's axis

ÅRocks from Mars have landed on 
Earth from meteorite impacts 
blasting debris through space.

ÅThe average temperature on Mars 
is about -67 ÁF.


